President's Message

Happy Summer everyone! | hope that your year
has been going well. The last few months for the
OCA have been very active. In April, members
of the OCA and the Catholic Cemeteries of Ohio
joined together in Coshocton OH for the first
ever “Think Tank” collaborative meeting between
the two organizations. Paul O’Brien, Kirk
Roberts, Jimmie Blevins, Rich Finn, Marilyn
Brandt, Sean O’Regan and myself were happy
to represent the OCA at the meeting. We discussed future
planning, leadership, and natural burial among other topics.
The OCA and CCO are excited to make this “Think Tank” an
annual event. If you would like to attend the “Think Tank”,
please reach out to me at scottw@ccadayton.org.

Looking forward to the rest of the summer, | am very excited
about our upcoming annual convention in Dayton, OH. We
have two cemetery tours this year. | would like to thank Mark
Davis at Dayton Memorial Park for hosting our annual “Field
Day.” | know that the staff of DMP is hard at work organizing
vendors and outdoor competitions for the event. The OCA
Conference also features a tour of the “St. Kateri Preserve for
Natural Burial” and “Garden of Peace” at my cemetery, Calvary
Cemetery on the final day of our conference.

Another special item at this year’s conference is a trip to see
the Dayton Dragons (Cincinnati Reds High A affiliate) on the
party deck. The Dragons are a family friendly atmosphere, and,
they boast the longest sell out streak in all of professional
sports (1,477 consecutive games as of the end of June). This
game on the party deck is all inclusive, dinner and drinks
included. We are doing this in lieu of our traditional Casino
Night and the game ticket/ dinner is provided by the OCA. Sign
up is on the registration forms.

Thank you again for all that you do to make the Ohio Cemetery
Association successful and see you all in Dayton in a few
weeks for our annual conference!

Scott Wright, M.Div., CCCE
Community Outreach Director
Calvary Cemetery

OCA President
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Cemetery Spotlight — Dayton Memorial Park

Founded as a nonprofit association in 1923, Dayton Memorial Park Cemetery and Mausoleum
was created to be a special sanctuary where families could memorialize their loved ones. It was
to be a reverent place, one that would honor those who have passed, set in a park-like
atmosphere that would celebrate the living beauty of nature. The first burial took place in 1923
and now nearly 400 interments occur each
year. Today, the founders’ vision, fulfilled by
their successor’s diligence, has created a
peaceful retreat that families enjoy visiting.

CEMETERY AND MALUSOLEUM
= A Beautiful Place to Celebrate Life!

From the stone bridge at the street entrance
to the Abbey Mausoleum in the back of the
property, this 217-acre facility has several
architecturally and historically significant structures. Two years after the first burial, a stone
caretaker’s residence of the Cotswold Architectural Style was constructed; it now houses the
cemetery offices. A veteran’s memorial area was added in 1927, now known as Soldiers Circle,
this area is anchored by a limestone bell tower surrounded by veteran’s graves. By the early
1930’s the Abbey Mausoleum was built. This impressive example of limestone construction is a
two story 140 ft. by 55-foot structure that is lined with marble and contains 1450 crypts and
numerous niches. By 2007, Whispering Pines, a second mausoleum was added to the cemetery
providing a more contemporary option for entombment.

This year, 2023 is our one hundredth anniversary, to commemorate this milestone, we are
planning a fall opening of a new section called, Centennial Lake, located just north of the Abbey
Mausoleum. When completed, it will feature a paved walking path, several columbarium sites,
full body sites with flat and above ground markers,
and numerous cremain interment sites adjacent to a
one half acre pond.

Dayton Wemorial Pank
CE“‘ETE“"' MALSOREHMAND MONUNENT Dayton Memorial Park is a full-service facility which
includes an infant section, veteran’s sections, niches
for cremains, crypts for entombment and traditional
full body burials.
YEARS In essence,” A Beautiful Place to Celebrate Life!”
1923-2023
Coving fox Famiciss o 100 yomns Mark A Davis, General Manager

Dayton Memorial Park Will Be Hosting The
OCA Annual Field Day On Tuesday August 1, 2023.

Dayton Memorial Park
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August Convention Info

U/Jcomin

Y LY JCEVENTS X I

Annual Convention/Trade Show
Hilton Garden Inn - Miamisburg
Field Day At Dayton Memorial Park

July 31, August 1, 2

Agenda and registration forms can be found on the OCA website

https://ohiocemeteryassociation.com
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EZ-FOLD CREMATION STANDS

Available in two sizes

The EZ-FOLD CREMATION STAND with
telescoping legs makes this the most compact/
portable stand on the market. Each stand
supports 60 Ibs. Toaster style stand covers are
available in green, burgundy and blue. Canvas
carrying case with handle also available.

EZ-FOLD 20 EZ-FOLD 25
18 x 20 x 24in. 25 x 25 x 28in. (open)

HOLLAND SUPPLY, INC. www.hollandsupplyinc.com
(800) 527-8818 FAX: (616) 396-9543 EMAIL: sales@hollandsupplyinc.com
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Jason/Jackie Bonomo

Bronze Stone Group
PO Box 395
Canfield, OH 44406-8600
3305338104

Jason and Jackie Bonomo each have 16 years experience in the cemetery
industry. While they started on the Family Service side of the business, they
have knowledge and experience on the grounds, and currently handle
operations. They've been married since 2011, have an 11 year old son, and live
outside of Youngstown, OH.
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SALEM
INSPIRE

MONUMENT DESIGN, ORDER &
TRACKING ALL IN ONE PLACE

Salem Stones' new online tool delivers a
refreshing and easy-to-use platform for you
and your staff to manage monument sales,
design, delivery, and more.

DESIGNED TO HELP YOU SELL, WITH
THE DETAILS TO HELP YOU DELIVER.

e STREAMLINED ORDER PROCESSING!

ﬁ%ﬁ FULL ORDER MANAGEMENT AND TRACKING!
@ TOUCHSCREEN-OPTIMIZED FOR TABLETS!

£g83 MULTI-USER COORDINATION FUNCTIONALITY!

FULL INVENTORY VIEW & DESIGN TOOLS IN ONE PLACE!

INVENTORY FULL TRANSPARENCY

MANAGEMENT THROUGH INTUITIVE

MADE EASY DESIGN AND ORDER
TOOLS

» Easy access to view inventory, stock

availability, and ETAs. *  Monument design program linked
with Salern Stones inventory means
you can promise orders to your
customers and families with confi-
dence.

* Select multiple items and place
orders with one click.

+  Auto-save feature means you won't
lose track of designs you've started,

+  Easily convert your designs to orders.

+ Track order status from start to finish

BETTER CUSTOMER
AND FAMILY
COLLABORATION AND
MANAGEMENT TOOLS

Invite family members to create and
submit design proposals to your
team, free and from the comfort of
their own home.

Owner, Manager, and User roles
streamline order processing within
your organization

S SALEMSTON 9 INFO@SALEMSTONES.COM | 1.866.834.1219
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e Mo n /7 f{a}-t,(aséu.;yf Digital
' Marketing

Is this Is this e .
your where you >>> Services, LLC
digital o Can put you
marketing? on the right
track.

to be?

www.DeathcareSEO.com

Page 7

OCA Journal



July 2023 | Volume 13 | Issue 3

Welcome
New Members!

SUPPLIER MEMBERSHIP

JANET LEDEN
BLESSED MEMORY
17 Mossoak Drive #4
Kettering, OH 45429

(937) 949-9623 Phone
Email: blessedmemory572gmail.com

KEVIN KOLBERG
DICA
4101 120th St
Urbandale, IA 50323
(800) 610-3422(Main Office)

(515) 355-8810 (Kevin Direct)
Email: kevin@dicausa.com
WERSITE: www.dicausa.com

Ferncliff Cemetery - Springfield David's Cemetery - Kettering
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“Since 2010, we have partnered with Eickhof Columbaria
on nine different columbarium projects. Eickhof has
helped us succeed in providing the families we serve,

with dignified and beautiful permanent placement
options for the urns of their loved ones.”

AMANDA THORESON
GENERAL MANAGER OF ROSELAWN CEMETERY

1= . The Fountain Columbaria
Serve your families with help from
Roselawn Cemetery

a trusted cemetery partner. St. Paul, MN
Contact us today.

eickhofcolumbaria.com [ossuarium
info@eickhofcolumbaria.com

800-253-0457
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We Provide Exceptional Products and Services
for Exceptional Cemetery Professionals

ARCHITECTURE
& DESIGN

» Structures

« Burial Gardens
A @ * Master Planning

CONSTRUCTION

* Installation
« General

Contracting
ﬁl  Support

PRrRECAST
ProbpucTts

« Vaults

» Crypfs
* Niches

K
%

CONSULTING

* Sales & Marketing
« Operations
* Administration

Four Generations of Caring for
Generations to Come

g THE n
PR IBLELE 262.367.9991

‘i"CDM PANIES www.Tributelnc.com
mail@Tributelnc.com
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What Is It About Plants?

| had a conversation with a person who will be traveling the
region and eventually the world trying to answer the question
why plants create an obsession. The person in point is
chasing the Franklin Tree, Franklinia alatamaha that
captured American lore going back to its colonial period
when North America was a new world. John Bartram
collected seed from this tree he found growing along the
banks of the Altamaha River in Southeastern Georgia for his
Philadelphia nursery in 1773. Bartram named the tree for his
friend Benjamin Franklin but the tree became extinct in the
wild by 1803. Consequently, all surviving specimens of this
tree come from Bartram’s collected seed.

A great lore developed for this tree with more recent restoration plantings in its original habitat
that failed. Reportedly, institutions trying to cultivate this tree have great difficulty getting it to
thrive but the challenge continues. American Public Garden Association completed a botanical
survey from participating institutions about 15-years ago attempting to trace the lineage of the
Franklin Tree to Bartram’s original collected seed. Spring Grove Cemetery and Arboretum has
killed specimens through the years with little success but our effort continues to find the ideal
site with the right moisture, soil texture and light exposure to see a Franklin Tree thrive. | am
inspired by one healthy vigorous specimen in the Display Garden during my tenure with The
Holden Arboretum east of Cleveland. It’s not difficult to force a Franklin Tree into flowering
which at a young age and small size is a sign of stress. This multiple leader specimen, however,
was well established when | first saw it in 1988 about 15’ tall and began flowering each August
with sporadic ivory white thickly textured 2”- 3” wide flowers that didn’t stop until autumn chills
dampened it. The seed capsules persist for several years adding a bit more ornamentation.

LEAVING A LEGACY

Complete Memorial Solutions for Serving Families
and Building Your Business

TRUCTION PLANNING
ON LAYOUT PLANS

@ COLDSPRING’

To learn more about the memorial products we offer,
visit coldspringusa.com/memorial
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Plants continued from page 11.

Science never had a chance to discover if the
Franklin Tree was host to any insect which would
have also gone extinct when the original
population died. Ecological considerations are
paramount reasons to perpetuate a species but
our attraction or some say addiction goes much
deeper with people and plants. | find
ethnobotanical connections with plants most
fascinating; the Herb Society of Greater
Cincinnati has their demonstration garden just
inside the main cemetery entrance at Spring
Grove where plants for medicinal, industrial and
culinary use are cultivated. Plants used by other
cultures create deeper infatuations. The Yaupon
holly, llex vomitoria, sacred to the Cherokee
Black Tea Clan is used for ceremony. The
countries of Lebanon and Canada feature
prominent plants on their national flag. Think of
all the plants that become part of institutional and
private collections. Orchid, Topiaries, Bonsai, a
myriad of genus collections such as rose, lilac,
etc. And what about the plants that can’t be
grown, such as Rhododendron and other
Ericaceous plants in alkaline Southwest Ohio?
Short of pillaging plants from the wild, everyone
needs a plant obsession. Have at it!

GSALEM
CSMSTONES

the granite company

Ocims

cemetery information
management system

4

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE DEMO TODAY

See why 1,000+ cemeteries
have partnered with CIMS

cimscemeterysoftware.com
A product of Ramaker

COLUMBUS WAREHOUSE

4849 GROVEPORT ROAD - OBETZ OHIO 43207
PHONE: 866 834 1219 EMAIL:INFO@SALEMSTONES.COM

B
o
MONUMENTS - ~
= Largest inventory of a wide variety of monuments
* Engraving proofs for your
customer within 48 hours
» Delivery of in-stock engraved monuments
within 30 days after design approval

CREMATION ﬁ

from 12 to 112 niches

* |n-stock community grar'lte columbaria

* Avariety of in-steck personal granite
columbaria from 2 to 12 niches
* We can customn design columbaria based on

A S .'.E':‘\;-:ﬁi'afn o

MAUSOLEUMS 3-

* Design and delivery of custom
walk-in granite mausoleums

s Call for a variety of private estate needs.
Please contact our experts for any guestions

your cemetery or cremation garden needs.

Page 12
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Digital Marketing Services. LLC
E. Todd Fowler, Digital creator,
Todd@Deathcareseo.com

Our owner has been in Consider
deathcare for 40 years Your Budget
The founder of our firm, E. We have affordable
Todd Fowler, has been in the marketing packages to help
deathcare industry since you rank higher in search
1983. results.
We improve your At Need and Pre
SEO. Need calls
When you hire us to manage Our strateqy includes
your digital marketing we increasing your at need and
focus on improving your pre need calls.

search engine rankings.

Areas we help deathcare businesses

Website SEO improvement Social media management
Google business profile mgt Digital Marketing Strategy
Content creation Increase and improve reviews

www.deathcareseo.com
513-331-8101
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Crowne s Lot

Modern burial vaults built to last.

Made in USA

Perfect for End-of-Life

Celebrations

Our lightweight high-impact polymer vaults are designed to be easily carried.
Practical and attractive, they adhere to most cemetery guidelines.

crownevault.com ‘ala 866.763.0485
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LAVY

ENTERPRISES..

NEW CARLISLE, OHIO

Grasshopper Mowers - sales and service
e Front Mount
e Mid Mount
e NEW! Stand On
e Large inventory of commonly used parts
e Yearly maintenance program

www.lavyco.com
12408 W National Rd
New Carlisle, OH 45344
937-845-3721
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PLOT

Serving Better Sidney
+1 857 301-7810
www.plotbox.io

World-class
deathcare

The essentials of deathcare management seamlessly
integrated for more streamlined processes, smarter
workflows, better communication and increased efficiencies.

To find out about our range of
packages or to book a demo,
email:




Update From Sedgwick

(@) sedgwick

Heat safety

In Ohio, we are lucky enough to see the beauty of the four seasons. Snowfall inthe winter, blossoms and flowers in
the spring, warmth in the summer and changing of the leavesin the fall. But from time to time these seasons can
be extreme and we must be prepared to protect ourselves and cur employees from thesze extrerme changes, With

surmimer having begun, it is imperative to share with employees the steps to prepare for heat conditions.

One of the Dccupational Safety and Health Administration’s [05HA ] National Emphasis Programs (MEP) is Indoor and
Qutdoor Heat Hazards. This MEP is a temporary program in which O5HA focuses their resources on those high-
hazard industries where heat can be an issue. The MEP encourages employers to protect worleers from heat hazards
by providing employee access to water, rest, shade, adequate training, and implementing acclimatization
proceduresfor new or returning employees. [t contains both enforcement and outreach/compliance assistance

components.

“When you create a Heat Emphasis Program include at least the following items:

11 Work Practice/Administrative Controls - Employers should reduce workplace heat stress by using

engineering and administrative (work practice) controls. An engineering contral could be achange tothe

design of the workplace that reduces exposure to heat. Administrative controls are changes totasks or
schedulestoreduce heat stress.

21 Tralnlhg — Develop a program totrain workers before hot outdoor work begins and when to identify high
heat situations. Tailor the training to worksite conditions whether it is indoor or outdoor work.

31 Acclimatization - Acclimatization is the result of beneficial physiological adaptations (e.g., increased
sweating efficiency, etc.] that occur after pradual increased exposure to a hot ervironment. In basic terms,
this is getting the body prepared to work in hot environments.  Additional information on acclimatization
cah be found at MIOSH Acclimatization Fad Sheet.

4)  Hydration - Employers should provide the means for appropriate hydration of workers. This can include

water or electrolytes. For more information on hydration go to MIOSH Hydration Fact Sheet.

5) RestBreaks - Emplovers should ensure and encourage workers totake appropriate rest breaks to cool
down and kydrate. There is additional information on the MIOSH website link MIOSH Work/Rest Schedules
Fact Sheet.

I ake sure vou prepare yourself and your employees on heat safety. OSHA has the authority to ask you about a
heat program if they are at your facility inspecting other safety itemns, sa it would be wize to prepare, especially if
you are in @ high hazard industry. [fyou would like to see the entire heat emphasis program or check to see if you
are a high hazard industry click on the following link

https/fwww.osha gov/sites fdefaultffilesfenforcement/directivesfCPL_03-00-024. pdf

For more information on heat safety goto:

https . /fwww.osha gov/sites/default/files/heat-nep-factsheet-en. pdf or

https/fwww cdo gov/niosh/topics/heatstress/recommendations. htmi#: ™ text=Employers%20should % 0pr ovide®a 20
2%20h eat, steps 20te*20red uc e 20t he%20risk.

Contact Sedewick’s Andy Sawan at 3308194728 or andrew. sawan@sedgwick. com with any questions.




Update From Sedgwick continued from page 17.

(@) sedgwick

BWC updates requirements for
Drug-Free Safety Program
training

The Chio Bureau of Workers Compensation (BWC) recently updated rule 4123-17-58 for their Drug Free Safety
Program and Comparable program. The new rule hecame effective July 1, 2023, B\WC emailed notificationsto

program participants in May regarding the following rule changes:

s  Basic and Advanced Level participants must maintain all supporting documentation and be prepared to
submit additional information upon request. Inveoices and sign in sheets shall ke included for aff employees
that have completed drug testing and training & educational requirements.

®  Train-the-trainer materials need to be refreshed at least every five years. Employers are also asked to
include the invoice or suppeorting documents with their supplemental information.

s Employersin the comparable program are now required to complete employvee and supervisor refresher
training annually. Previoushy, training was just required one time.

» Contractors must submit a DFSP testing and education plan for inclusion on the list of public impravement
construction project contractors.

s Forthose employers that have worked on a state project during the program year, company records
showing at least 5% random drug testing must be maintained or that they were included in aconsortium

while on the project.

Far additional information regarding these changes, please visit the BWC s Drug-Free Safety Program
page here: hitps:/fInfo.bwe.ohlo.govffor-employers fworkers-compensatboncoverage/frates-and-

honuses fdrug-free-saf ety-program

If you hawve any questions regarding premiurm installments or the true-up process, contact our Sedgwick program
manager, David Deyo, at 614-376-5401,
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The Thin Niche Line:
From unusable areas to immediate inventory: turning blank walls into elegant cremation
space. Can be placed indoor or outdoor

Biondan Morth America Inc.
2220 Midland Ave. - 77AP
Toronto, OMN M1P 3EG
www. thinniches.com
+1-877-290-6703
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BECAUSE TIME IS MONEY.
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TEMPORARY WORKSITE ROADWAYS

A product of |
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Cemetery Dedication
Calvary Cemetery - Dayton

Garden Of Peace: Calvary Cemetery Dedicates New
Columbarium

Undertaking a new construction project at any cemetery is truly a CA LVARY
labor of love. Where construction teams and engineers may see

piles of building materials, cemeterians understand that this CEMETERY
construction site will one day be the final resting place of our family
members and friends. This past May, Calvary Cemetery in Dayton
OH dedicated its newest columbarium, the “Garden of Peace.”

Creating C ity ¥ Celebrating Lifeti

During the groundbreaking a few years ago, | can remember looking at the building site in
amazement. How will there will be a building on this site? There isn’t any electric, water, or
internet services available. We are standing on a hillside next to a lake and the St. Kateri
Nature Preserve for natural burials. Initial skepticism was met with determined resolve by
Calvary Cemetery’s Project Manager Joseph Bonsall, a local retired engineer. Over the course
of a year, the ground was leveled, electric lines were run to the project site, and water was
obtained from a cemetery well. Slowly, the walls of the columbarium began to rise on the
construction site. Hampered by construction supply chain shortages due to the COVID 19
pandemic, this building began to take shape over the course of two years.

This most recent project of Calvary Cemetery is the capstone of nearly $8,000,000 in capital
improvements that have been undertaken by the cemetery over the last few years. When the
team at Calvary began to meet with columbarium builders, the first element that was asked for
was a modern columbarium building for cremation burial. Instead of a traditional mausoleum,
that can sometimes be dark on the interior, Calvary asked the builders for as much natural light
in the building interior as possible. Rick Meade, Calvary’s Executive Director, stated that the
new project needed to reflect the goal of ensuring the building maintained a lodge look, while
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Cemetery Dedication continued from page 21.

having modern elegant features. The task of bringing this vision to life was entrusted to
McCleskey Construction.

And what a vision did McCleskey bring to life. The Garden of Peace truly has a modern lodge
feel: exposed wood beams and elegant marble walls beautifully accent the bronze of the glass
fronted niches. According to Scott Odom from McCleskey, “The goal of the project was simple--
- steward the eternal needs of the community; inspire hope; and celebrate the beauty of nature.”
As | sit in the sales office writing this article, visitors have said the following as they walk through
the front doors: Breathtaking.... Absolutely Stunning.... Look at that view...... The newly
constructed columbarium is also a first for the Catholic Cemetery industry. Whereas a typical
cemetery building will contain both niches and crypts, Calvary chose to build a building
dedicated entirely to cremation, reflecting the current market trends of Southwest Ohio. The
newly constructed Garden of Peace, hosts about 1,200 niches for above ground cremation
burial, the vast majority of which are glass fronted niches, supplied by Biondan North America.
There are two breathtaking aspects to this building. The most striking feature of the Garden of
Peace is the back wall. A nearly 30 foot glass wall which serves as an observatory into nature.
From the back of the building, families are able to observe the nature preserve, lake, and woods
in the background. Unique to this wall, are “see through” glass niches, where families can see
through the niche to the beauty of the surrounding landscape.

The second feature of this building is the nearly life sized St. Francis statue. According to Stu
Irwin of Biondan North America, “the Saint Francis statue created and cast by Biondan, is a
perfect application of lost wax statuary to welcome families visiting the columbarium. The statue
compliments the building with its warm facial features.”

This summer, Calvary Cemetery will be a host for the OCA’s annual Summer Convention. On
the last day of the conference the Garden of Peace and St. Kateri Nature Preserve will be
featured as an optional cemetery tour. We invite you to join us for that conference here in
Dayton to see the stunning beauty of these two new features of Calvary Cemetery.

Article submitted by:
Scott Wright, M.Div., CCCE

Community Outreach Director, Calvary Cemetery
OCA President
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Ohio Cemetery Association

Centerville Office
219 Webbshaw Drive
Centerville, Ohio 45458

(937) 885-0283 (Phone)
jburrowes@cemeterydata.com

www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com

The Thin Niche Line:

From unusable areas to immediate inventory:
turning blank walls into elegant cremation space.
Can be placed indoor or outdoor
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Learn more:
www.thinniches.com
Toll Free Phone: +1 (877)-290-6703
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A Lot Of
Memorialization
Options In A
Compact Space

matthews

Introducing Matthews
Memories In Bronze™ Space
Saver Merchandising System
with slide-out touchscreen

Designed to:

* Generate more sales - increased
average sale price by 23%"

* Simplifies the selection process

* Streamline selling strategy
and pricing

* New! More compact size:
88" h x 33"w x 24"d™

* Based on test market results
** 56" wide with touchscreen open

Matthews
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