President's Message

Dear Members of the Ohio Cemetery
Association,

Summer. Whether you love it (like | do) or
hate it, we are firmly in it’s unpredictable and
sometimes uncomfortable embrace. This is,
however, the time of year that | encourage
each of you to take a moment amidst the
busy season to appreciate the beauty of our -
cemeteries. Whether it's the meticulous Paul O'Brien
. President
upkeep of grounds, the compassionate
guidance provided to families, or the
innovative approaches to cemetery management, your
contributions are truly invaluable

As we welcome the warmth of another Ohio summer, | am
filled with immense gratitude for each of you who contribute to
our community. The Ohio Cemetery Association thrives
because of your dedication and passion for preserving our
heritage and honoring those who have gone before us.

To help you continue your mission, | would like to invite you all
to the Ohio Cemetery Association’s annual convention. This
year’s convention will be held August 5, 6, and 7. With
everything from a golf outing, to amazing learning
opportunities, and a field day, this year’s event will be a must
for cemeterians from across the state.

Let us continue to support one another, share our knowledge,
and inspire future generations to uphold the highest standards
in cemetery care.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to the Ohio
Cemetery Association.

Regards,
Paul O’Brien, Oak Hill Cemetery
President, Ohio Cemetery Association
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Eshelle L. Bales

Owner, Funeral Home And Preble Memory Gardens
Cemetery Manager. West Alexandria, Ohio. Her
husband is Derek Bales.

Caring For Your Cemetery In The Heat Of The
Summer

Like many of you, Lake View Cemetery has been 2 Pt

battling the heat and the drought all summer long. As a - -
level 2 arboretum covered with many different species
of trees, shrubs and flowers, hydration is of paramount
importance to the health and wellness of our plant life.

Kevin McNallie, Arboretum Director at Lake View,
shared his thoughts on the struggles, priorities and best

practices for plant life care during the heat of the H 'T mm

summer.

“We have nearly 300 grave beds planted with annuals, along with numerous annual
display beds and planters. In addition, we water newly planted trees and shrubs,
beginning with the most recently planted and going back for 1-2 years where
necessary; nearly 150 individual woody plants, mostly trees. Water sources are
spread throughout the cemetery’s 285 acres. Most of our watering is done with water
tanks placed in the beds of, or hauled by, gators. With a relatively small horticulture
crew, we have spent much of our available hours watering this year. Of course, this
leaves us with fewer available hours to work on other horticultural tasks. We
obviously can’t provide water ton all our woody and herbaceous plants so prioritizing
is extremely important. Recently planted plants require additional water more than
established plants — their roots are confined to the soil/media in which they were
grown, whether grown in a container or ball and burlap.
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Caring for Your Cemetery in the Summer continued from page 2.

Make sure staff understand the importance of proper watering techniques! Especially
how much water to give each bed/plant. It’s better to water infrequently and deeply
than to water frequently and shallowly. If bed surfaces have become hard and
impermeable, break up the bed a bit with a soil knife or other tool before watering so
that applied water doesn’t simply run off the bed. Train staff to look for water stressed
plants, insect/disease issues, weeds, required dead-heading, etc. while watering.
And report back on unresolved or important issues!

We use a rain gauge to determine how much natural rainfall we receive. Especially
in the summer, storms are often localized and the local weather station may receive
considerable rainfall while the cemetery may receive little or none. Make sure
enough time is provided to water everything on your list, especially if you water at the
end of the week. It’s distressing to realize at 4pm on a Friday that you still have a
considerable number of plants that require watering. That said, when possible, it’s
best to water earlier in the week. When we have a summer like this, make watering
the highest horticultural priority!!”

It is important for cemeteries to recognize the change in our climate when we are considering
what plant material we are installing, what equipment we are purchasing and how much staff
we need to properly care for our grounds. Enjoy the rest of summer and happy watering!

Article submitted by: Andrew Bales,
Lake View Cemetery
OCA Board Member

DEATHCARESEO.COM

Digital Marketing for Cemeteries and Funeral Homes
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Cemetery Spotlight

OCA ANNUAL CONVENTION
GOLF OUTING AT SHARON WOODS
FIELD DAY AT SPRING GROVE CEMETERY
AUGUST 5-6-7 2024

THIS ISSUE OF THE OCA JOURNAL CONTAINS ADS
HIGHLIGHTING SOME OF THE SUPPLIERS THAT WILL BE
EXHIBITING AT THE CONVENTION

SEE YOU IN BLUE ASH
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Annual Convention Agenda continued from page 5.
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COMPLETE MEMORIAL SOLUTIONS FOR SERVING
FAMILIES AND BUILDING YOUR BUSINESS

To learn more about our

@ COLDSPRING memorial products visit

www.coldspringusa.com/memorial
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FOCUSED SOLUTIONS,

INDUSTRY INSIGHT
CLEARPOINT: |
THE CLEAR CHOICE

CONSULTATIVE APPROACH

Our exclusive industry focus allows us to better
optimize your preneed program.

DATA ANALYTICS 4

Monitor the health and progress of your
program by identifying trends and

mitigating industry challenges. | y . Ekg ¢ o Y,
DAILY RECONCILIATION

oo
Reconcile contract records each = ¢ g
market day with top-tier software
and support. o = = '

e W

ACCESSIBILITY - N
Our customer service team ey ¢
is available 8am - 5pm i -
EST Monday - Friday to
address your needs and ”‘:.::" o s \
field consumer inquiries. ——
Our contract level Client e - * )
Portal is available 24/7. - N
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Proven Solutions for a Growing World
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Become Your Community’s
Cremation Destination

Are you offering meaningful memorialization
to families choosing cremation?

Contact us today to get started
on your Cremation Destination!

cremationdestinations@matw.com
844.642.7336

CP-12309-2024 © 2024 Matthews International Corporation, all rights reserved. MATTHEWS® and
MATTHEWS INTERNATIONAL® are registered trademarks of Matthews International Corporation.
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Extending your service in a digital world

webcemeteries.com | 800-653-7049
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MEMORIAL MONUMENTS
HIGHLIGHTS

' l BAXTER
BURIAL VAULT

w
BELL SERVICE

Vault ¢ Monument, Inc.

® 8-10 Week Turnaround on Stock
Products &16-22 Week Turnaround
on Special Order Products

Three current manufacturing facilities with over 5 million
in inventory & our relationships with quarries worldwide
ensure quick turnaround.

m 24-36 Hour Sketch Turnaround on
Standard Artwork

Over 50 dedicated artists on staff.

®m Unlimited—Colored Sketches
Designed and colored to replicate the finished product.

® Online Order Tracking

Industry-leading software designed for order entry
& tracking with real time status updates.

® Nationwide Network

Over 100 locations with boots on the ground for
service & installation.

® Modern Marketing Materials

Updated design books, catalogs, & sales tools
to boost revenue.

® Competitive Wholesale Pricing Model

Collaborative relationships with suppliers to ensure
we deliver the best value.

Bell Vault & Monument ~ (937) 866-2444
Baxter Burial Vault Service (513) 641-1010 i

Or contact the Wilbert dealer in your area. =~ 5 . y B MEMORIAL

('\T/.) —MONUMENTS—
e’

800.658.3813 | memorialmonumentsinc.com The (Wilort: Group
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We Provide Exceptional Products and Services
for Exceptional Cemetery Professionals

©

Architecture & Construction Precast Products

m THE
TRIBUTE

352 Cottonwood Ave, Hartland, WI 53029 COMPANIES
262.367.9991 | www.Tributelnc.com | mail@Tributelnc.com W

Amanda Maas
Buslness Development Representative
Cincinnati North BRESSE0

TRUGREEN"

Live i oursice’
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Welcome
New Members!
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Update From Sedgwick
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Update From Sedgwick continued from page 18.
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Update From Sedgwick continued from page 19.
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SoALEM COLUMBUS WAREHOUSE

)4 STO N E S 4849 GROVEPORT ROAD - OBETZ OHIO 43207

m PHONE: 866834 1219  EMAIL:INFO@SALEMSTONES.COM

MONUMENTS « MAUSOLEUMS « CREMATION o BENCHES

=
. @
MONUMENTS - CREMATION % MAUSOLEUMS
« Largest inventory of a wide variety of monuments + In-stock community granite columbaria * In-stock single and two crypt granite mausoleums
= Engraving proofs for your from 12 to 112 niches + Design and delivery of custom
customer within 48 hours s Avariety of in-stock personal granite walk-in grar!ite mausoleums

columbaria from 2 to 12 niches Call for a variety of private estate needs.
* We can custom design columbaria based on Please contact our experts for any questions
your cemetery or cremation garden needs.

» Delivery of in-stock engraved monuments
within 30 days after design approval

LEAVING A LEGACY

Complete Memorial Solutions for Serving Families
and Building Your Business

-
__ﬁ

L(}T LAYOUT & SALES M?
SPACE RECOVERY

"l.m

@ COLDSPRING’

To learn more about the memorial products we offer,
visit coldspringusa.com/memorial
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AQUA DOC

LAKE € POND MANAGEMENT " §
Specializing in: J
* Algae & Weed Control
* Lake Studies

* Fish Stocking Programs
* Floating Fountains & Aeration =

» Stormwater Basin Inspection & Management =
* Enjoy your lake or pond...THIS YEAR!

FREE ON-SITE

CONSULTATIONS

800.689.LAKE | aquadocinc.com | info@aquadocinc.com

The Thin Niche Line:

From unusable areas to immediate inventory:

Ocims

cemetery information
management system

turning blank walls into elegant cremation space.

Can be placed indoor or outdoor

4" DEEP

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE DEMO TODAY

See why 1,000+ cemeteries
have partnered with CIMS

riot e

cimscemeterysoftware.com
A product of Ramaker

Learn more:
www.thinniches.com
Toll Free Phone: +1 (877)-290-6703
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Ohio Cemetery Association

Centerville Office
219 Webbshaw Drive
Centerville, Ohio 45458

OHIO gg,‘g’;m 937) 885-0283 (Ph
CEMETERY ;;‘?;;”,3 j(burrgwes5@gm(ail.cc:)cr)]r?1)
ASSOC'ATION o www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com
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