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Greeting fellow cemeterians!

Most people consider Labor Day as the 
unofficial close of summer, but not
us! Our unofficial close to summer is the 
Annual Convention which happened during 
the first week of August. If you missed it, be 
sure to read the recap to see what you 
missed. If you were there thank you, thank 
you, thank you! It was as enjoyable as it was 
educational!

Just because we have closed out summer don’t think we’re 
done. We will be hosting a Fall Maintenance event at Dover 
Burial Park on Thursday October
3. Educational sessions, eqiuipment demonstrations await for 
attendees so mark your calendars today!

Also, be on the lookout for more information to come regarding 
enhancements for the membership.

Take care,

Paul O’Brien, OCA President 
Operations Manager
Oak Hill Cemetery
Spring Grove Funeral Homes
11200 Princeton Pike 
Cincinnati, OH 45246 
www.springgrove.org 
513.853.6851 (direct phone) 
513.326.5443 (fax)
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There are many different views and mindsets on operating and maintaining cemetery grounds.  
What are the goals and plans for the future? Is the status quo good enough, or do we expand 
our outreach to the community with offerings and expectations that could be difficult to achieve 
or fund? These are great questions to consider when looking ahead.

Planning plays a large role in not only day-to-day operations, but also long-term master plans.  
At times, these tasks seem hard to reach and feel unattainable.  Every cemetery operation tries 
to achieve the same basic tasks. Where do we start?  We want our grounds to be attractive to 
all who enter.  Start small with your plans.  The entrance to your grounds is a great place to 
begin.  This is highly visible to everyone who passes by, whether they are entering your 
cemetery or not.  Your entrance can be as extravagant as a rod iron gate or still just as 
beautiful, with a small planting area on both sides of the road as guests pull in.  This view sets 
the tone for your visitors' first impression, which can leave a lasting effect. 

Another important step in planning is considering what your customers and community 
members are looking for.  Have any of the trends changed over the last couple of years?  If so, 
what can I do to prepare for this trend?  Talking with your local funeral homes may help you get 
a feeling of what families are doing for their final disposition decisions.  As many of you know, 
cremation trends continue to rise yearly.  How many of these cremations are being interred at a 
cemetery?  What offerings do you have to meet this need?  Do you have areas designated for 
future expansions?  How much room does it take to have a columbarium placed?  Are 
columbarium offerings all the same size?  Planning ahead will help you meet these future 
needs. Don’t second guess reaching out for help if you have an issue you are not familiar with 
or would like another opinion on. Utilize the experience and knowledge that our association 
members have achieved over the years.

No matter what type of cemetery you operate, budgeting for future projects can be achieved if 
planned properly.  Depending on the cost of a certain project, try to spread the expenses out 
over a few years.  This will alleviate a large impact on one specific fiscal year.  Involve 
community members and committees to discuss plans and budgets.  Getting buy-in at early 
planning stages will keep everyone informed and on task.

Again, we as cemeterians, strive to make the final resting place for our community members as 
picturesque, peaceful, and meaningful as possible.  Set your goals early and strive to be the 
very best at everything you encounter.

Scott J. Harmon
City of Dover Cemeteries Superintendent
OCA Vice President

Perspectives On Planning
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Upcoming Event: Fall Maintenance 
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Upcoming Event continued from page 3.
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Annual Convention Recap

DID YOU KNOW???
The Ohio Cemetery Association hosts an annual convention for cemeterians from across the 
state to stay up to date on what’s happening and to enjoy the company of others in this unique 
profession of ours. If you were there, thank you for attending and supporting the association.

In case you missed it, the week started off by blending suppliers and cemeterians for a golf 
event at Sharon Woods Golf Course. I like to call it an event because saying we played golf 
would imply we all had skills! Instead, it was more like a group of friends getting together on a 
golf course to have some fun and win some prizes. Jordan Weaver from Holland Supply was in 
charge of setting up the event and did so wonderfully! Thank you Jordan!

Tuesday brought a half day of classes, and a field day hosted by Spring Grove Cemetery and 
Arboretum. Classes ranged from cemetery design to burial rights (a class complete with a 
thorough examination of the Brady Bunch!). 
The field day featured vendor meet and 
greets, equipment demonstrations and 
contests, and guided tours through the 
cemetery. A special thank you to the grounds 
staff and the public relations team at Spring 
Grove for hosting a great event!

Tuesday’s fun didn’t stop after the field day. 
We gathered back at the hotel where we 
enjoyed dinner and a murder mystery. Some 
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Annual Convention Recap continued from page 7.

attendees got to dress up and play roles such as Spicy Pepperoni and Big Sausage! The butler 
didn’t do it in this mystery but keep your eyes open for any ditzy powerhungry waitresses, 
you’ve been warned...
Wednesday started back up with classes and updates from the State level. Tim Long, OCA 
legal counsel, gave us the latest news on any law changes that may affect cemeteries. Laura 
Monick and Kelly Neer were on hand to give us an update on what the Ohio Cemetery Dispute 
Resolution Commission has been involved with.

I want to say thank you again to all of the guests who presented at the Ohio Cemetery 
Association’s Annual Convention yet another successful and educational event!

Paul O’Brien, OCA President 
Operations Manager
Oak Hill Cemetery
Spring Grove Funeral Homes 
11200 Princeton Pike 
Cincinnati, OH 45246 
www.springgrove.org
513.853.6851 (direct phone) 
513.326.5443 (fax)
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Submitted By Jordan Weaver, Holland Supply, Golf Chair

In an exciting day on the greens, Green Velvet Sod Farms clinched 
the top spot with an impressive score of 11 at this year's golf outing. 
The competition was fierce,n and the camnaraderie was even 
stronger, making for a memorable event.

The winner was Green Velvet Sod Farms at 11.  

Special highlights included remarkable performances in our special 
contests:

 Closest to the pin: Chris Sutter – Green Velvet Sod Farms
 Closest to the pin: David Seifert – Green Velvet Sod Farms
 Long drive: Jordan Weaver – Holland Supply
 Long putt: Sean O'Regan – Woodland Cemetery (Dayton)

    • Closest to the Pin: This year's honors were claimed by Chris 
Sutter and David Seifert, who each showcased exceptional precision 
and skill to secure their titles.
    • Long Drive: The long drive competition saw some powerful 
swings, but none could match Jordan Weaver, whose formidable 
drive clinched the win.
    • Long Putt: Sean O’Regan demonstrated a cool head and steady hand to take home the title 
in the long putt contest.

Congratulations to all the winners and participants for making the outing a tremendous success. 
We look forward to another great event next year!

Golf Outing At Sharon Woods Recap

Alex Holmes, Frigid Fluid 

Jordan Weaver, Holland 

Supply
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Update From Sedgwick
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Update From Sedgwick continued from page 13.



September 2024 | Volume 14 | Issue 4

Page 15 OCA Journal

Update From Sedgwick continued from page 14.
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Update From Sedgwick continued from page 15.
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Ohio Cemetery Association

Centerville Office
219 Webbshaw Drive
Centerville, Ohio 45458

(937) 8850283 (Phone)
jburrowes5@gmail.com

www.ohiocemeteryassociation.com
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