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Upcoming Events

Make your plans now to attend the upcoming
OCA Annual Convention Aug 5 ­ 7. This
convention provides a learning opportunity for
those of us tasked with the responsibility of
caring for our nation’s dead and the family and
friends who cared for them. This is a great time
to share (and sometimes commiserate) our
experiences with many of the challenges of
cemetery operations.

On the legislative front, there was a last minute concern about
language that was being introduced by the OFDA that would
effectively give the Board of Embalmers oversight over any
organization selling or providing “...funeral goods and
services...” We felt this would have inappropriately placed
cemeteries under the rule and oversight of the State of Ohio
Board of Embalmers. We were able to provide testimony in
opposition of this language and have it removed from the
budget amendment.

Here is some useful information you can pass on to your
families regarding Medicaid Spend Down rules. For example,
did you know: In addition to being able to pre­arrange for the
funeral and burial items for the person trying to qualify for
Medicaid and their spouse, it is also allowed to pre­pay for the
burial items of other extended family.

Kirk Roberts, OCA President
Family Service Director
American Cemetery Services LLP
Roberts Funeral Homes Inc.

Masthead image by Union Township, Mt. Moriah Cemetery ­ Cincinnati.

President's Message

“Burial Space for Immediate Family Members...
Those items include the following: grave, crypt
space, mausoleum space, casket, vault, urn, urn
vault, monument ormarker, opening and closing
services, and perpetual care services.

As far as who qualifies as an “immediate family
member” underMedicaid regulations, burial space
purchases may be made for the following relatives of
the Medicaid applicant: parents, minor or adult
children (including adoptive and step-children),
siblings (including adoptive and step-siblings), and
the spouses of immediate family members.”
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More info on the Fall Maintenance will be available shortly.
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For a trio ofdrug
thieves, it was their
lucky day. They broke
into a home in Silver
Springs, Florida, and
discovered three jars of
cocaine.
They
took it
home
and
snorted
the
contents. That’s when
they discovered that the
jars were in fact urns,
and that they were
snorting the cremains
of the victim’s husband
and two dogs.
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