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The Taffy Pull

One of the most prevalent types of 19th-century
parties was called the candy pull or taffy pull,
which involved buttering one’s hands and
pulling the molasses candy repeatedly.

The requirement for a good candy pull party
included a warm kitchen, copper pans, and a
good supply of aprons and napkins. Having a
good pull also meant that everyone’s hands
had to be well-buttered to avoid having the
candy stick to them. Though candy pulls gained
much popularity during the 1840s, they weren’t
called taffy pulls until about thirty years later.

Cookbooks in nineteenth-century America
described taffy as a candy made out of
molasses. Most recipes used a combination of
sugar and water, along with butter for greasing
the taffy pans or in the hands of those who
pulled the taffy.

Candy pulls were considered to be a great way
to entertain guests with a spontaneous party as
this was an event that could be enjoyed by
young and old alike.

Candy pulls were used to celebrate birthdays
and gatherings of social or church groups.
Everyone enjoyed this form of entertainment,
even the wealthy. While the attendees were
dressed very fashionably, they often enjoyed
the evening’s entertainment of the sticky taffy
pull.

Taffy Pulling Parties in Dayton

In 1885, the Hoky Poky Club met at the home
of Miss Mattie Logan on North Montgomery
Street where taffy pulling was the featured
entertainment. The young ladies of the club
were attired in fanciful caps and aprons made
especially for the occasion. About fifty young
people were in attendance and all enjoyed the
taffy and the sweet time that followed.

May 23rd is National Taffy Day

Residents of Dayton enjoy Taffy Pulling Parties
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Rike's Department Store
Dayton Daily News
Friday, March 8, 1918

William F. Oelman and
Oelman's Department Store

William Oelman was born in 1852 to German
immigrants in Cincinnati. Moving to Dayton, he
founded a dry goods store in the early 1880s,
first at 1133, then 1101 Wayne Avenue, where
the Pizza Factory restaurant is now. He, his
wife, and their four children lived above the
store.

After a brief partnership with a dry goods store
on Third Street, William F. Oelman & Co.
moved to its final location in the Kuhns Building
at the northwest corner of Fourth and Main
where the store eventually occupied five floors.

Oelman became a prominent businessman and
leader in the community. When the store
moved downtown, the family also moved to a
house fitting their rise in status but still in South
Park. They purchased 309 Park Drive, a
massive Queen Anne brick house. When they
later downsized, they moved next door to half
of 303 Park.

William's son Walter carried on the family
business. Despite going blind from glaucoma at
the age of 37, he beecame the mayor of
Oakwood.

Walter's son Robert became CEO of NCR and
the founding chairman of Wright State
University. Oelman Hall is named for him.

On October 30, 1888, Mr. and Mrs.
Solenberger of South Terry Street hosted a
taffy pulling party. Yards and half yards of the
"toothsome taffy" which was of superior quality
caused no "vexation of spirit." Everybody
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and anxiously
looked forward to the next occasion.

In February 1898, the Woman's Christian
Association treated two hundred girls to a taffy
pull at their annual party.

Miss Clara Kuhns of Clinton Street entertained
a few friends to a card party and taffy-pull on
the occasion of her birthday on November 16,
1898.

Master Calvin Cool who turned seven years old
in 1903 entertained his playmates with a taffy
pull at his birthday party.

In 1910, Clarence McClelland hosted a
Halloween party at his home on Forest Avenue.
The evening was delightfully spent in games,
and late in the evening a taffy pull was enjoyed.

"Briarcliffe," the summer residence of Mr. and
Mrs. Samuel Weller on the Stillwater River was
the location of an informal taffy pull and
marshmallow roast in late September 1912.

Candy Sale advertisement
Oelman Department Store

Dayton Daily News
Wednesday, November 9, 1921
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William F. Oelman died on February 2, 1922 at
the age of 69. He is located in Section 113 Lot
152.

You can take your own walking tour at the cemetery or a virtual tour
from the comfort of your couch by visiting our website at:
woodlandcemetery.org/tours.

From your phone you will be prompted to download our app. Take
one of 12 walking tours we have available for your enjoyment at the
cemetery. If you are on your desktop, laptop or tablet, you can take
the tour right from the tour page. We will be adding more tours so
come back often to learn about the men and women who made it
Great in Dayton.

Download the mobile app for your phone by clicking here.

https://www.woodlandcemetery.org/tours/
https://mobile.webcemeteries.com/woodlandcemetery/439
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Woodland Cemetery & Arboretum | Visit our website!

A Woodland Milestone

To help us celebrate our 180th Anniversary,
make a donation of $180 or more to the
Arboretum Foundation now through December
31, 2021 and you will receive a set of
Woodland ceramic coasters. Limit one set per
household.

For a limited time and while supplies last, make
a donation of $100 to the Arboretum
Foundation and receive a Woodland face
mask. Limit one per household.

Donate on our secure website by clicking below
or click on the check to receive a donation form
to mail in.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/woodland-cemetery-&-arboretum
https://www.instagram.com/woodland118/
https://www.facebook.com/WoodlandCemeteryandArboretum
https://www.woodlandcemetery.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G-sTdEQalTard6NjWUXNlNAi7iQeF-LoJZvge9N_j33B82ykXKZnSDCUd4WuKvnicld2_gSg2QmZeDzNyZl_Cls0Pi0gFLlt8sXlF8OaHJQMrlQKaGiAPBsNQnJHESQlZmdpd0TbLGJKivEdg8C2di24ku9K0F_hIyoo067JIqg7KG3tcOOXeMf8-HJdhmfQEUYZfwJ-hE1rTripxPzx04p8amK2hTeHivG34VPzK3c=&c=9cu1YNBdfO7vJkVs0DKJ7qZROSLpbfalVw-rqLpTJPWBe0Y6s4kk-Q==&ch=MmdZLR7v4hoBcUf_-iHLNZmXdkkJ5ZPfr73-pdcM1nakJ_0nYatCgA==
https://www.woodlandcemetery.org/donate/



