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Wrapping up National Golf Month
and celebrating Alex "Nipper" Campbeli

Alex Campbell, a native of Scotland, had served as head pro for 16
years at The Country Club in Brookline, MA before he settled in
Dayton and designed the golf courses at Eaton Country Club
(1921), the Meadowbrook Country Club (1927), the Moraine
Country Club (1929), Madden Park (1929) and the Mound Golf
Course (1936) in Miamisburg.

Campbell, who served as head pro at Miami Valley Golf Club,
Moraine, Meadowbrook and Madden during the 17 years he was in
Dayton, was 19 years old in November of 1898 when he came to
the United States to become head pro at Brookline.

Only minutes after their boat arrived in Boston Harbor, the five foot
five Campbell and his brother, Matt, walked into a saloon. “Two
beers!” Nipper said to the bartender. “We don’t serve minors,” the
bartender replied.

“Dammit, mon,” Nipper countered in his heavy brogue, “I'm no miner, I’'m a golf professional.”

At Brookline, Campbell is credited with urging one of his students, 20-year-old caddy Francis
Ouimet, to enter the 1913 U.S. Open held at The Country Club. Ouimet won the tournament in an
18-hole playoff with famed English golfers Harry Vardon and Ted Ray. Ouimet’s shocking victory is
said to have been responsible for moving golf from the society pages to the sports sections of U.S.
newspapers.

Campbell, who was an excellent player, finished nine strokes behind the leaders in 1913. He
missed qualifying for the Open only four times over a span of 34 years.

Campbell had an excellent chance to win it in 1907 when it was played at the Philadelphia Cricket
Club. He was being paid to use a “silk pneumatic” golf ball that had just been introduced by the
Goodrich company. It was filled with compressed air.

Campbell was six shots off the lead going into the final round, but he moved quickly to the front
when the third round leader faded. According to an article written in 1933 by James Reston,
Campbell knocked the air out of his ball when he hit his drive on the fourth hole. The ball fluttered
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into a trap, and the rules at the time only allowed golfers to change
balls between holes.

It took Campbell seven strokes to complete the relatively easy par
4 hole. Shaken by his misfortune and leery of the stability of the
other balls in his bag, he bogeyed the next two holes before settling
down to shoot 74. He finished third, three strokes behind winner
Alex Ross.

Campbell moved from Brookline to Baltimore Country Club in 1915
and then moved to Losantiville Country Club in Cincinnati four
years later. In 1925 he came to Dayton to work at Miami Valley Golf
Club, which had a course designed in 1919 by the famed Donald
Ross. Campbell’s first move was to rebuild all of the greens.

While at Miami Valley, he tutored Bob Servis, who would win the
Ohio Amateur five times, Janet Shock (Beardsley) and former City
Champion Joe Higgins.

He supervised the construction of nine holes at Meadowbrook in
1927 and worked on the city-owned Fairmount (Madden) course at
the same time. In 1929 he was hired to design the Moraine Country
Club course, which has holes patterned after holes at Troon,
Prestwick and the The Old Course at St. Andrews in Scotland.
Later he designed the Eaton Country Club course and Miamisburg’s Mound course.

Campbell was serving his second tour at Meadowbrook
when he died at the age of 63 on December 16, 1942.
He is located in Woodland Cemetery in Section 126 Lot
157.

Sign up for a guided tour!

Join us for a Sunset Tour at the Cemetery on select evenings throughout the remining days
of summer and into the fall. Tours include the ever popular History, Mystery, Mayhem and
Murder. Reservations are required and you can sign up by clicking here.
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You can take your own walking tour at the cemetery or a virtual tour
from the comfort of your couch by visiting our website at:

woodlandcemetery.org/tours.

From your phone you will be prompted to download our app. Take LTIl s S et oem.
one of 12 walking tours we have available for your enjoyment at the | : : -
cemetery. If you are on your desktop, laptop or tablet, you can take
the tour right from the tour page. We will be adding more tours so
come back often to learn about the men and women who made it
Great in Dayton.

Memories of a loved
one should last for
generations.

« Share memories with your family
on Facebook

cemetery arrang:
You may also share
information by using ou
via our website (woodlandcemetery.org).
(please contactour office f you need assistance)
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DOWNLOAD THE APP
AT

WOODLANDCEMETERY.ORG

Download the mobile app for your phone by clicking here.

A Woodland Milestone

To help us celebrate our 180th Anniversary,
make a donation of $180 or more to the
Arboretum Foundation now through December
31, 2021 and you will receive a set of
Woodland ceramic coasters. Limit one set per ANNIVERSARY
household. —_—

Donate on our secure website by clicking below
or click on the check to receive a donation form
to mail in.

Did you receive our 12-page 180th Anniversary newsletter issue? If not, you can request a paper
copy of the May 2021 issue of the Woodland Wire by clicking here. In the message box, please
request a "180 Newsletter" and give us your full name and mailing address.

This anniversary issue covers the history of Woodland from our beginning in 1841 to the building of

the Mausoleum in 1969. A profile of the Cline Family, cemetery superintendents for 100 years, is
the main feature. Updates on current cemetery activities are also included.

Woodland Cemetery & Arboretum | Visit our website!
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