
On Monday, March 2, 1891, the friends of Valentine Bieser threw him
a 49th birthday party at his home at 37 Walnut Street in Dayton. “It
was a gala night” wrote the Dayton Herald and party-goers spent the
evening enjoying a meal and playing parlor games including
progressive euchre which was the “leading entertainment.” Later in
November 1891, “the Jolly Eighteen” met at the Bieser home for
another evening of refreshments, music and dancing. Some of those
eighteen members included Mr. and Mrs. Bruno Williams, Mr. William
Kramer, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. William Graham, Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Schenk, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weis, Mr. Joseph Schenk and of course
Mr. and Mrs. Valentine Bieser.

In 1901, Mr. Bieser, a barber with a shop on North Jefferson Street,
made a trip to Cincinnati where he attended the 21st annual reunion
of the 106th Ohio Volunteer Infantry (O.V.I.). Valentine had served
four years in the Civil War. He didn’t travel alone as he took his two
daughters with him on the trip, Miss Emma M. and Miss Lillian I.
Bieser.

Valentine Bieser

From the two brief articles written in the Dayton Herald, ten years apart, we get a glimpse into the life of
Valentine Bieser. We have learned where he lived, his occupation, where his business was located, the
names of his daughters, the names of his friends, the entertainments he and they took part in, and that
he was a Civil War veteran. To some this may seem mundane but for many this glimpse into life as it was
in the late 19th/early 20th century is a precious moment in time.

We now fast forward twenty years to 1921 and learn that the headlines are sadder in nature. “Civil War
Veteran Removed By Death” is the headline for the story of our Valentine from the September 13th issue
of the Dayton Herald. Valentine Bieser died at the age of 79 at his residence at 415 South Jackson Street
from heart trouble. The article goes on to state that he served with the 106th O.V.I. and that he was a
barber for 44 years at the same North Jefferson Street location. He had retired eleven years before in
1910. Mr. Bieser was survived by his wife Elizabeth and their three daughters, Emma, Lillian and Mrs.
Elinor Prinz as well as three grandchildren.



LEFT: Walnut Street is between East 4th
and East 5th Street. There is no longer a 37
Walnut Street. Across the street at 50
Walnut is the current location of the Greater
Dayton USBC Bowling Headquarters.
Map Source: 1887 Sanborn Fire Map

ABOVE: The green house on the right is
413 South Jackson Street. 415 South
Jackson Street is now part of US Route 35.
Photo: Google Maps June 2019

Valentine Bieser died on September 13, 1921. He was laid to rest on
September 16, 1921 in Section 120 Lot 234.

Valentine would be joined by his wife not long after his own death as
she died on December 18th at the age of 74. She was laid to rest on
December 21st next to her husband.

May they both rest in peace.

You can take your own walking tour at the cemetery or a virtual tour
from the comfort of your couch by visiting our website at:
woodlandcemetery.org/tours.

From your phone you will be prompted to download our app. Take
one of 12 walking tours we have available for your enjoyment at the
cemetery. If you are on your desktop, laptop or tablet, you can take
the tour right from the tour page. We will be adding more tours so
come back often to learn about the men and women who made it
Great in Dayton.

Download the mobile app for your phone by clicking here.

https://mobile.webcemeteries.com/woodlandcemetery/439


THANK YOU

for supporting us

through our 180th Anniversary!
We hope you will continue to support the Woodland Arboretum
Foundation as we move through 2022. Support of the Chapel
restoration and preservation project is our most critical need as you will
soon see the outside of the Chapel and Administration Building
receiving new sandstone pieces and eroding and disintegrating
elements replaced. Once the stonework is complete, the beloved
Tiffany windows will return and be put back in place. The Tiffany mosaic
floor will be restored and the beautiful interior woodwork will also

receive a facelift. We are hopeful to open the doors to the public once again in late 2022.

Please consider making a first time donation or an annual donation to the Chapel Fund. Donate on
our secure website by clicking below or click on the check to receive a donation form to mail in.

Woodland Cemetery & Arboretum | Visit our website!

Woodland Cemetery & Arboretum | 118 Woodland Ave., Dayton, OH 45409

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G-sTdEQalTard6NjWUXNlNAi7iQeF-LoJZvge9N_j33B82ykXKZnSDCUd4WuKvnicld2_gSg2QmZeDzNyZl_Cls0Pi0gFLlt8sXlF8OaHJQMrlQKaGiAPBsNQnJHESQlZmdpd0TbLGJKivEdg8C2di24ku9K0F_hIyoo067JIqg7KG3tcOOXeMf8-HJdhmfQEUYZfwJ-hE1rTripxPzx04p8amK2hTeHivG34VPzK3c=&c=9cu1YNBdfO7vJkVs0DKJ7qZROSLpbfalVw-rqLpTJPWBe0Y6s4kk-Q==&ch=MmdZLR7v4hoBcUf_-iHLNZmXdkkJ5ZPfr73-pdcM1nakJ_0nYatCgA==
https://www.woodlandcemetery.org/donate/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/woodland-cemetery-&-arboretum
https://www.instagram.com/woodland118/
https://www.facebook.com/WoodlandCemeteryandArboretum
https://www.woodlandcemetery.org/



