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OCA Members,

I hope everyone has had a healthy and
prosperous year. This will be my final letter to
the OCA membership. My appointment as the
OCA President will come to a close at the end
of this year. I have enjoyed my time on the
board of directors serving as your President.
We have a great board serving this state association and its
membership. Our incoming President will be Marilyn Brandt.
Marilyn has a great background and knowledge within our
industry. She will do a great job leading our association going
into 2017.

I first joined the association in 2006, new to the industry and not
sure what to expect. After ten years of being involved and
serving on numerous committees, the knowledge that I have
gained has been priceless. I have grown personally and
professionally as a result of this great association. The OCA
board of directors spends many hours on committee
assignments and event planning to assure that our association
members are well educated and up to date on current legislative
matters.

I want to thank all OCA board members for making this year run
smoothly. I also want to take this time to ask all OCA members
to stay involved. We are always looking for members to join the
Board of Directors. The OCA Board of Directors is working on
different ways to keep our membership growing and strong. We
have new ideas to promote education that is in the works.

I want to wish everyone a Happy Holiday Season and a Great
New Year.

Scott Harmon
OCA President ­ 2016
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Dear Members:

I look forward to the year ahead, as we have many exciting things going on.
And they are all geared to our membership.

But first, let me say a gracious thanks to Scott Harmon for his leadership
over the past year. Scott truly cares about OCA, works hard for our
organization, and thinks to the future.

Also, I would like to thank Jan Burrowes, whose many dedicated years as our ongoing
secretary­treasurer have helped make OCA work effectively for you.

Our Spring Conference to be held March 21­22 will be a good opportunity for you to interact
with other members and learn the latest expert information on a variety of subjects pertaining to
your day­to­day needs, challenges and opportunities. A Cremation Certification Seminar will
follow on March 23­24. And don’t miss our annual Awards Banquet, where people in our
industry are recognized for their accomplishments in a number of categories – the date for that
function is February 18, 2017.

We are planning more for you, including an outreach program to all membership. This will be
information bearing and helpful in your daily endeavors. We are happy to have engaged
communication consultant Watt + Company in doing research interviews with a variety of
members and non­members and developing a creative strategy and plan that will be completed
by the end of January. Implementation of the new program will carry out throughout the full of
2017 and certainly beyond. And it all will be aimed at better serving our membership.

I look forward to our year ahead. Much is happening and you are definitely a part of it.

Marilyn Brandt
President, OCA

President's Message ­ Incoming

"I hope that in this year to come, you make mistakes. Because
if you are making mistakes, then you are making new things,
trying new things, learning, living, pushing yourself, changing

yourself, changing your world. You're doing things you've never
done before, and more importantly, you're doing something. "

Neil Gaiman
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In 1853 with the population of Steubenville, Ohio greatly
increasing a meeting was held in the office of Edwin M.
Stanton who would soon become Abraham Lincolns
Secretary of War. This meeting was to establish a burial
ground outside the city limits. The committee was
comprised of two members of each of the community
churches. They agreed to the purchase of land from the
William Huscroft farm. They not only planned a rural
cemetery, but included a removal of all city cemeteries to

the new location. This is how the Union Cemetery Association in Steubenville, Ohio was
formed.

A number of those resting in Union Cemetery have played an
important part in the development of the nation, the state, and the
city. Some of these include:

The Fighting McCooks: A large plot containing the remains of Colonel
George W. McCook, and his family of Civil War officers. After the war
he served as Attorney General for the state of Ohio.
The Wilson Plot: In this plot lie James and Anna Wilson,
grandparents of President Woodrow Wilson.

Eliphalet Andrews: Sculptor and artist has his family plot in Union
Cemetery. His paintings of Thomas Jefferson, Martha Washington and James Madison hang in
the White House.

Bezaleel Wells: Co­founder of Steubenville. A surveyor in the late 1700s was given the choice
of payment in gold or land, and chose land along the Ohio River.

Revolutionary War: Union Cemetery is the final resting place for ten veterans and patriots of
the Revolutionary war.

Moses Fleetwood Walker: First African­American to play Major League Baseball.

Today Union Cemetery consists of 199 acres of land covered
with many trees, bushes, and flowers making this a beautiful
peaceful and serene environment for its visitors.

Cemetery Spotlight
Union Cemetery ­ Steubenville
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Supplier Spotlight
Huntington Bank
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Product knowledge is
knowing how features and
benefits fit together.
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https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/worthington/cmhwo/hoteldetail?qAdlt=1&qBrs=6c.hi.ex.rs.ic.cp.in.sb.cw.cv.ul.vn.ki.sp.nd.ct&qChld=0&qFRA=1&qGRM=0&qGrpCd=OC1&qIta=99801505&qPSt=0&qRRSrt=rt&qRef=df&qRms=1&qRpn=1&qRpp=20&qSHp=1&qSmP=3&qSrt=sBR&qWch=0&srb_u=1&icdv=99801505


Page 8OCA Journal

January 2017 | Volume 7 | Issue 1

mailto:jburrowes@cemeterydata.com
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Fall Maintenance Recap
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A wreath laying ceremony to celebrate the birthday of President James
A. Garfield, 20th President of the United States was held at Lake View
Cemetery, Cleveland, on November 19, 2016.

Every year, the President of the United States sends a high ranking
member of the military to place a wreath at the burial sites of all the
Presidents preceding him. Brigadier General Stephen E. Strand,
Deputy Commanding General for the 88th Regional Support command
at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin and members of the Garfield family placed a
patriotic wreath at the James A. Garfield Memorial. The ceremony also
included a performance by the Hiram College Chamber Singers and
local Boy Scouts.

Wreath Laying Ceremony
Lake View Cemetery Association ­ Cleveland
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Superintendent Of Union Township Miami County

23 Years Of Service To Miami County

Supportive Member Of The OACS&O AND OCA

Served on the Ohio cemetery dispute resolution commission. At
his retirement party, Rufus Slade, OCA past president,
presented Tony with a plaque from the association.

Tony Hughes Retirement

Left: Rufus Slade, Woodland Cemetery
Dayton, Oh, OCA past president.
Right: Tony Hughes.
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Chris Sullivan

Grounds Manager

Spring Grove Cemetery

OCA Board Member

Hired in the fall of 1994, Chris started his career at Spring Grove Cemetery and Arboretum on
the mowing crew. After only one month on the job, Chris moved to the horticulture crew. In

2002, Chris was transferred to Oak Hill Cemetery, part of The Spring Grove Family,
where he became a certified backhoe operator and assisted with the horticulture
needs of Oak Hill. In early 2005, Chris was promoted to Supervisor of Customer
Service and Markers and in 2012 promoted to Assistant Grounds Manager. In
September 2014 he was promoted to Grounds Manager and is now overseeing the

operations at Oak Hill Cemetery along with his other duties as manager of the Marker Division
at Spring Grove.

Chris is designated a Master Technician by the Ohio Nursery and Landscape Association, and
he maintains his cremation technician certification through the Cremation Association of North
America. He is also a Certified Chemical Applicator through the Ohio Department of Agriculture.
In 2002, Chris earned a BS degree from the University of Cincinnati. In 2016 Chris received his
diploma from ICCFA having completed courses in Sales and Marketing; Leadership,
Administration and Management; Land
Management and Grounds Operations;
and Cremation Services. Chris also serves
as Spring Grove’s Safety Director charged
with managing the Safety Program and
maintaining all the MSDS records.

Spring Grove Cemetery News
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Welcome New Member
Blue Creek Township

Paudling County, Ohio

Visit OCA on the Web
Logon to the OCA website for the latest news.

ohiocemeteryassociation.com

If you have any articles for the Journal/website, please
forward them to the OCA office at jburrowes5@gmail.com.

Mark Your Calendar
Awards Banquet

February 18, 2017
Holiday Inn – Worthington

Spring Conference

March 21, 22, 2017
Doubletree – Columbus

Crematory Operator Certification

March 23, 24, 2017
Doubletree – Columbus

Fall Maintenance North

October, 2017
Perry Township ­ Perry
Host – Perry Township Trustees

See ohiocemeteryassociation.com for up to date information.

http://ohiocemeteryassociation.com
mailto:jburrowes5@gmail.com
http://ohiocemeteryassociation.com/Upcoming-Events
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Sacramento Union 10­25­1953

A prison is a city behind walls – and in prison as in a city, death as well as life is a part of the
routine to be met. Men die of violence in Prison, and of natural causes – 637 men lie buried in
the hillside cemetery of Folsom Prison overlooking the American River. In neat rows stand the
grave markers, the older ones of granite, the newer ones of painted wood, memorials to
forgotten men who died while paying their debts to society. Folsom Prison Cemetery is as old
as the prison itself, but who was the first man to be interred there, or why he died, is lost in the
musty records of another century. The identity of all who are buried there is known, but it is not
known for sure which of the graves actually is the oldest. No exact date is known as to when the
cemetery first was established, but it probably was in 1880, the same year the prison was built.
The original prison cemetery was located where the prison dairy now stands. It was moved in
the 1920s to its present location to make room for expansion of the actual prison plant. It is a
neat, well­kept cemetery, and although too high on the river hill for water to be brought to it
without excessive cost, the
cemetery is much neater
and better kept than many
public cemeteries in rural
areas. Graves were marked
with stone, with the prison
number of the deceased
chisled into it, in the days
when a prison stone yard
was maintained. Since the
prison rock quarry has been
closed, plain white wooden
markers, with the prisoner‟s
name and prison number,
have been used. Actually
the number of deaths that
occur in a jail of 2300
inmates, such as Folsom
Prison, is much lower in
ratio to population than in a
town of the same size. This
is due to the fact that most
inmates are of an age
range that covers their most
healthy years, the fact they
are given the best medical
attention, have good food
and good living conditions.

637 Forgotten Men Buried In The Folson
Prison Cemetery
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637 Forgotten Men Buried In The Folson Prison Cemetery continued...

The average age of a Folsom prison convict is 38. There is no infancy death rate nor high death
rate due to extreme old age. Actually the number of persons buried in Folsom Prison Cemetery
is only a token number of the deaths that have occurred there over its 73 years of existence.
The bodies of the majority of men who died there have been claimed by families or friends and
given outside burial. The death rate now also is lower at the prison than ever before. When
death of a prisoner occurs, his family, if he has one, is notified. Arrangements can be made for
outside burial, just as if he had died outside. If the body is not claimed in due time, it is
embalmed and given regular burial in the prison cemetery. Humanitarianism always has played
a large part in Folsom Prison administration, even in its earliest days when it was known as the
toughest prison in the west. It got that reputation of toughness from the caliber of its inmates,
not from the caliber of the treatment accorded them. No prisoner buried here, whether hanged
for murder, killed in riots, or in a fight with other inmates, ever has been buried in quick­lime as

was once done at early day
prisons in the East. There never
has been mutilation of a body at
Folsom Prison. In the earlier days
of the prison, it is true there were
no religious services or burial rites
for the dead. Men who died were
placed in wooden caskets with a
shroud and just buried. Religious
rites and funeral services were
inaugurated in 1929 under
administration of Warden Court
Smith; but, in reality, it was Bill
Ryan, now associate warden of
Folsom Prison, who was
responsible for the first funeral
services ever held here. The first
regular funeral came about when
one of the prisons “old timers” a
lifer known as Pop died of natural
causes. Pop had spent a lot of
years behind the walls of Folsom.
He played on the prison baseball
team in his younger days, and he
was a sort of friend and counselor
to countless prisoners and was
well liked by the prison staff.
On the occasion of his death, a
delegation of prisoners came to
Ryan, who then was a captain,
and asked if a few words could be
spoken beside the casket.
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637 Forgotten Men Buried In The Folson Prison Cemetery continued...

Ryan agreed, but he went further than that – he contacted a Catholic priest in Roseville, for Pop
was of the Catholic faith, and asked if the priest would conduct services. Rosary and mass were
held in the prison chapel, the result was well received by both prisoners and Warden Smith.
Shortly after, the practice of holding funeral services and graveside rites for all who were to be
buried in the prison cemetery was inaugurated. Prisoners who are friends of the deceased now
attend services in the prison chapel, but for security reasons, they are not allowed to attend the
graveside rites. Folsom Prison now has two chaplains, Father Patrick J. Gilligan of the Catholic
Faith and Rev. John Dunlop, Protestant. A Jewish rabbi divides his time between Folsom and
San Quentin Prisons, and on occasion ministers of other faiths are brought in for services or to
administer last rites. Today the bodies of all who are buried here are embalmed, and each man
is buried in a new suit of clothes. The prison chapel itself, in which funeral services are held, is
a plain, unadorned stone building on the outside, but its interior would do credit to churches in
any community. In fact, its muraled walls probably are more beautiful than could be found in
many of the finest churches in the largest of cities. The murals, done by a prison artist, were
termed by a visiting priest from the Vatican as “real masterpieces.” A huge mural of the Last
Supper over the church altar was painted by a man sent to prison for murder, and who,
although he since has been released, now is serving another term in a Texas penitentiary. The
faces of the 12 apostles in the mural are the faces of 12 prisoners who posed for the painting.
Every effort is made by prison officials to turn remains of the dead over to the families, and quite
often men are buried in the cemetery not because the members of the family wish it so, or have
abandoned them, but because they do not have funds for outside funeral expenses. Many times
men originally buried in the prison cemetery have been later moved to public cemeteries by
their families. Only a few of the men who die in prison actually have been renounced by their
families in recent years. “At the
turn of the century,” said
associate Warden Ryan, “the
word „convict‟ seemed to have a
greater stigma attached to it than
it does now, and many more
families in those days renounced
claim to the bodies of a deceased
prisoner.” Persons who have
relatives buried at Folsom can
visit the graves, but they seldom
do. Only once or twice a year are
there requests from a member of
a convict‟s family to visit the
cemetery where he is buried,
prison officials said. Although in the early days of Folsom Prison, and as late as 1927, there
were women prisoners serving sentences there, but not a si`ngle woman ever has been buried
in the prison cemetery. There never were many women, and only one or two deaths. Their
remains were immediately claimed by relatives. It may not be nice to think of dying behind the
granite walls of prison, of burial in an anonymous prison grave, but the public may rest assured
that those unfortunates who do die there are given a decent and respectable burial.

Article Courtesy of: Public Cemetery Alliance – Gridley, CA




